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This report describes some personal impressions aquired from the Physics and Chemistry

of Solids group in the Cavendish Laboratory, Cambridge, where the author spent a year as a

Japanese Science and Technology Agency Visiting Fellow studying surface science.

Professor

David Tabor runs an active PCS group. Research activities related to surface science involve

solid-solid interactions such as contact, deformation and adhesion, diffusion in polymers, the

nature of adsorbed films, and the first stage of chemical reactions and nucleation, and the

fracture of solids.
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1. Surface properties

2. Polymer physics
3. Strength properties of solids
4. Decomposition in the solid and liquid

state
5. Electronic and vibrational properties of
low dimensional and other crystalline
solids
6. Amorphous materials
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